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‘e field work. Though no
disagreement exists about the assertion in Nozes
-and Queries (1893, 1951 : 35) that "no sociolog-
ical study of a community could be undertaken
without an understanding of the natural environ-
ment within which it exists and from which it
draws its subsistence*, unfortunately most of the
ethnographies of Indian tribes and castes rele-

tvey has-yet to take off, In
bitat and environment the

ive i e perfanciorily, often
ituting th ter or its section, of a
monograph (Ellen, Thus the ongoing rela-

~ tion between and social life, as it

id Economic Life Among the Parajas of Orissa

” Soumendra Mohan Patnalk
Wt of Anthropology, University of Delhi, Delhi 110 007, India

decade, the ecological approaches to human society have become very popular
wnts of environmental degradation. Ecological crises have affected all societies but
$ave. experienced the worst consequences of the degradation of their environment.
between eco-system and economic life of the' Parajas of Koraput District of
i giving a succint account of the Parajas, their economic life in relation with
1 described. Interaction between technology, environment and economy has been

system has-unleashed for the tribals—the hunt-
ers and food-gatherers, pastoralists and nomads,

- agriculturists and petty-commodity producers. It

is fully accepted that once the habitat of the
people is irreparably plundered, the signs of their
recovery from such ecological holocast become
remote (Burnham and Ellen, 1979).

Lest such eco-destructions find their way in
human society, especially of small-scale produc-
ers, we need to preserve their environment,

 saving it from any of the ecological threats. Thus,

it becomes imperative that the way in which
small societies interact with their respective envi-
ronments extracting resources for an optimal sur-
vival, needs to be internally as well as externally
studied (also see Mauss, 1979). The present

; ~ attempt is on the interaction between ecological

factors and economic life as it obtains among the
Parajas of Orissa. : :
Anthropologists subscribing to ecological
approach have often tilted either to ‘environ-
mental determinism’, also called ‘geographical
fatalism’, or ‘possibilism’, also termed as ‘multi-
factorial perspective’ ' (Srivastava, 1990).
Presently no ethnographer would give credence
to the theses that environment determines social
organisation and cultiral designs, although he
may be tempted to do in the course of field work
and later analysis. The general consensus is that
of the many causes that shape a culture and social

relations ‘between people, environment is an
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important variable, and ignoring or side-tracking
it may yield an incomplete picture (Hardesty, 1977).

Once we have settled down to follow the pré-
misses of a multifactoral analysis, in whiely enwi-

ronment is an indispensable causal force, the
s ofimaéy. and dangar devta (hill god). The Parajas are

joa- mainly agriculturist: both plain and shifting type.
st Most of the land owned by them are of unirri-
- gated upland type (For a detailed account sce

other issue to be sorted out is about the3}
of institution most intimately related w0
ment. Steward (1955, 1968) was one of #
to state that the most proximate t0 the enviso

ment is the economic life of the people. i is

through a set of intertwined techniques mad
material cultural implements that the peopleee-
vert their environmental résources into- sl

food and commodities.

Here, the perspectives that undgmm&]:;&,

total relation between environment, economy,
technology and society/culture is taken, Basedon

a ficldwork as well as secondary materialythe
relation between the eco-system and ecos i

life of the Parajas has been constructed. Role of
environmental factors in regulating the economic
activities of the people has been delineated.
Finally, the relation between economy and other

means of the Paraja social life is touched upon.

THE PARAJAS AND THEIR
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

The Parajas mainly inhabit Koraput and Kal-
ahandi districts of Orissa, Vishakhapatnam dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh and Bastar district of
Madhya Pradesh. In Orissa, only Korapat has
more than eighty-five per cent of the total Paraja
population. Therefore, Koraput is considered as
the homeland of the Parajas. :

" The Paraja is not a compact tribe, rather a con-
glomerate of several endogamous sections. In

Koraput, three major sections are found: (@) Bodo
or Sodia Paraja, (b) Sano or Jhadia Paraja, and

(c) Parengi Paraja. They speak Parji language
which is of Dravidian orgin. Their’s is a patri-
- lineal society with a number of exogamous tot-
cmistic clans (bauns). Each bauns is further
divided into various lineages (kuda). Parajas have
preferential rules of marriage: both matrilateral
and patrilateral cross-cousin marriage are pref-
erred. They believe in the existence of supemat-
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ural power which influences their day to day
activities. They worship dead ancestors (dumba).
Other gods/godesses of importance are ghar
devta (family deity), hundi (village deity), jan
devta (moon god), jakar devta (earth goddess),

Pamiaik, 1989).
As the bulk of Paraja population live in Kor-

 aput district, we shall concentrate on this district
‘while discussing their natural environment. This

will be discussed under three heads—

. 1. Climate and rain-fall, 2. Hill and river
system, and 3. Forest and soil

Climate and Rainfall

The climate of the Koraput district is dry and

. hot during summer with a maximum temperature
 of 46.6°C in May and too cold in winter with a

minimum temperature of 3°C in December. The
normal rainfall is 230.6 mm. During monsoon,
the weather is cool, pleasant and relative humid-
ity is high. Storms and depressions pass across
the district during the monsoon season. However
variations in altitude nccessarily affect rainfall
and temperature, and consequently a variety of
climatic conditions is milder than in other dis-
tricts of Orissa. Thé 12 metres plateau of Kor-
aput is the coolest part of Orissa at all scasons
of the year. The average relative humidity in Kor-
aput district varies from 60 per cent in March to
92 per cent in August and September.

Hill and River System

Koraput district lies on a section of the East-
em Ghats and consists of five natural divisions

" having mean elevations of 915, 760, 610, 305 and

150 metrés above the mean sea-level. A number
of mountain ranges and isolated hills rise out of
these tablelands. The whole tract can be divided

“into the following four district divisions each of

wbk:hcanbeseparawdbymunalbatriersasmeir
respective limits: ‘
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(i) Raygada and Gunupur Sub-divisions: The

tehsils of Bissam Cuttack, Gunpur, Rayagada and

Kashipur form thé first geographic unit. The
whole of the region consists of two fertile val-
leys of the Nagavali and the Vansadhara, between
_rigged mountain sanges @i} The 915 m plateau:
it extends from: - toly

and soumwardhywmmdwwards the
Godavari valley. (iii) ¥he 620 m plateau: it covers
- almost the entire extent of Nowrangpur subdi-
vision. It extends fa¥' u into Bastar and
in the north into the diFict of Raipur. In the
south it falls away by seep Ghats into the Mal-
kangiri tehsil. (iv) Tﬁrmxin subdivision:
It forms the fourth m division.

There are many outstamifing peaks in Kora-
put, the most notable onés being Turia Monda
1598 m, Polamakani perbat 1585 m, Meyamali
parbat 1500 m. Karmspadi Konda 1490 m etc.

In Koraput district there are many rivers and-
perennial streams. There are five large and impor-

tant rivers: Vamsadhara, Nagavali, Machhkund, -

Indravati and Kolab. One of the villages, namely
Bagara, in which the present study is conducted
is situated on the bank of river Kolab. The Kolab
raises near Sinkaram hill on 915 m plateau, flows
north-west in a winding bed, passing eight kilo-

metres to the south of Koraput and falls down -

to the 610 m plateau not far south of Jeypore.
Forest and Soil

Most of the area of Koraput district are under
forest. OfthetotalmefZSﬁQOsqkm of the
district, 14300 sq km. .comes under forest. The
forests of Koraput arc of Northem tropical semi-
evergreen type. In the forest there are many planis
of great economic importance. Teak and Sal are
found abundantly. Other peedominant forest pro-
ducts are bamboo and particular variety of toarse
grass rising up to a height of 300 cm. In the more
densely populated areas, as in the hills to the
south of Koraput, repeated shifting cultivation

over a long period of years has reduced the forest ..

1o an open scrub type or barren soil. The exist-

il to the border of -
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ing forest have all been under shifting cultiva-
tion. In Koraput district shifting cultivation is
known as Podu or Dongar cultivation. The Para-
jas call it Kodki. Shifting cultivation is still the
most serious problem of forest administration,
~ In Koraput red soil with small patches of lat-
erite soil is found in the northeast and black
cotton soil in. the southeast. Rocks contain large
deposite of Iron, Manganese, Mica and Graph-
ite. Limestone deposits are also found abandantly.

THE ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE PARAJAS

The Parajas have subsistence economy which .
revolves around agricultural land, forest resour-
ces and wage labour. However agriculture is the
major economic activity. The principal crop of
the Parajas is paddy. They are totally dependent
on monsoon for cultivation. The unproductive
natare of the soil, irregularities in rainfall and low

- level of technology give very little output and the

Parajas are forced to live in difficult economic
situation. In other words, thcy live in a state of
subsistence economy with very little source of
supplementary income.

Agricultural Land

The Paraja word Jami refers to land, especially
to agricultural land. It is the most valuable
immovable property among them. They exercise
rights of usufruct and ownership over the land
they posssess. These rights are transmitted from
one individual to another and from one genera-
tion to the next. The frame of reference in terms
of which this transmission takes place is that of
kinship. Kinship forms the basis of ownership
and inheritance of land. A child becomes the
potentiaLheir of Iand by virtue of his birth in that
family. Though land can also be acquired by pur-.
chase, it is a rare phenomenon and in most cases
its ownership is obtained due to one’s position
in the kinship system. The members of the
domestic group which usually consists of two to
three households linked by patrilineal descent,
own the land and possess it jointly.

Before discussing the pattern of land holding,
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processot’ culnvaann,mdﬂle
among the family members we
land use of classification of

ﬁn";etheumgesagm This villagé path runs
farther and joins the Dahadapadar square. In

Bagara. between the grazing field and the agricultural
. - plots which surround the village, there is a hill
Land Use Pattern _ locally known as Dangar. Most of the agricul-
. : o s e 8 'r.mw&mcmmmMWm east and

Thetand record of the 1 ¢ northern part of the village whereas several hills
total land of the village is _V,-mmdensefomtareatmewest.

ha). According to the official
land of the village is divided into. Types of Agricultural Land
' ‘:_Amdmgmmeoﬁ'malmdsmeagmul-

tural land of the village is divided into three types,
:mh_as(l) Paddyland(Z)Dlylandand ?3)

Ajogya Anabadi (unclaimed b
' mn:;:;enmzoithe)’ - ‘The paddy land is irrigated. As it is hill, irri- -
ground, village road etc) gation is usually done by diverting the water of

river Kolab wherever possible or by diverting the
water of the hill streams into the agricultural
fields. However . such irrigation facilities are still
* ‘rare in this area and most of the lands are hilly
- lands classified as Dangara land. In between the _ -

reservedland.'lheamomtof
land is shown in lable 1

- Table 1: Land use pattern In vlligc’ '

SNo. Land categories ~ lad  Pgddy and Dangara land there is another type
. (mlewe) o1ang known as dry land. Dry land is nothing

" 1. Private Land (Bunglow) -~ 5~ but unirrigated plain lands.
2. Paddy Land - v B 4 90 -~ The natives (Parajas) conception of various
i- m’-ﬁd : - & 42-: types of land iss almost similar to the above clas-
: g i oo 437 sification. However their terminology of various
-5 fomda Aogys Anstad < "% types of land differ from the official terms. Table
7. Rakshita 188 2indicates the official classification of land types

‘ ot BN RS, ‘and their Paraja equivalents.
Towlland - .o . gt o YO

- Table 2: Classification of land

Asshownmthémblel M g Ajox Nt AL '
badi land constitutes the largest ‘ ks Types of Nefyri o .

As mentioned As stated by

total area of the village Dangara ' intheofficial Parajas

the next largest portion of the vills . record themselves

gara (or hill) land, the Parajas practi — B e

cultivation locally known as kodk. T e Ba . {',“mf‘f:e';‘;‘“hh"”,:ﬂ |
is surrounded by dangars or hills, -3, Danga Dangar  Unirrigated hilly
_Kolab flows at the south of the vif - (stony) land
Adjacent to the river, towards the vilk :

grazing field is situated. The Parajat ‘ =

the cattle of the village to the ground is 2

ing and take back in the evening. Beside ths gtaz- Sys&mofLand Tenure

ing field, a village path runs from the rivert 2

Among Patajas the land is cultivated by the
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Parajas are discussed belows

In the first type-of land &
. fifty per cent of the totsl
In other words the total prox
between the owner and f
tioned here that while g
share cropping a person
is always preferred. - -

In the second type of
duct is divided between

tenant is not-always fi;
type of land and the n
between the tenant and the
owner ‘will supply some |
dependent upon the nature of\person
ship between owner and tenant.

case of land tcnurehasbecn :
villages studied. -~ - -

mmudtypeofhndmmm:sym :

of land tenure in the strict sense of the term. In
this case the land is kept as security for the recov-

ery of loan. The owner of the land sufvenders all -
msnghtsoveralandtoapammwhemhe'
i - among the father and four sons. After the death
* of the father the land is equally divided among

amongPamJabywhncha
relationship could be maintsined eves'in
of land tenure. It is customary G iiEp
mutogweaveryaom,jg”
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- annusl product to the owner thus recognising his
- ownership over the land. As stated earlier, the

“owner usually cultivates his own land. Giving

land for share cropping in the above mentioned

'dlreetypwnsveryme Theownerusuallyglves h
“land for share croppmg out of compuls:on

: 'Pattern of Land Holdmg

Holding means "the land over whxch the indi-
vidual or a family possesses permanent heridi-
tary rights in any capacity, as owner, oceupancy
tenant or heriditary tenant etc. the common link

~_ " being the possession of the right to cultivate, the
- inheritance of which is governed by.law or
~* custom having the force of law" (Bhandari, 1968:

26). In discussing the pattern of land holding in

- the village Bagara the word "holding” has been

‘used in the above sense.

- The social unit of land-holding is neither a
~siﬁgle person nor a nuclear family but rather a .
group or number of nuclear families tied by pat-
rilineal descent. This group which owns land is
known as Kotar. In this context it is necessary
to relate some of the structural features of Paraja
society with that of landholding. The son after
his marriage separates from his family of orien-

~tation and establishes a new household near his

father's. But the land remains undivided so far
as the father is alive. Thus if a person has four
married sons, each one with his separate house .
and hearth, then all will share the common land,
all of them will labour in the agricultural field
and at last the product will be divided equally

the sons. A careful examination of the land hold-

~ing pattern in the Paraja village indicates that
- there are 16 holdings with a total of 28 house-
= -holds. After the death of the father the land is
- -gqually divided among the sons. All the mem-

Bers of the household contribute their labour in
the cultivation process and hlred labour is very'
" rare among-them. -~

Process of Cultivation and DMsuon of Labour
The Parajas cultivate a va_nety of crops such

-
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asPaddy (dhan), millet, ragi (mandia) and suan.
The process of paddy cultivation starts in the
month of Asad i.e., in June-July. Then in the néxt

month i.e. in the month of Bondapans (July- .

August), they start transplantation of wymd-
lings in the beda land. Transplantation is wso-
ally done by the female folk. Beda land is ihain
meant for paddy cultivation as irrigation Spsilit

is available in this type of land. They do mot use
any sort of fertilizer nor even organic masure in
the paddy field. In the month of Pawds
(November-December) harvesting of m is
done. Before bringing the crop to the house,
perform certain rituals at their farm, Mh
" paddy is dried up under the sunshine for & few
days. Then the paddy is separated from the plants
either by striking it against a wooden platé or by
making the bullocks walk over the paddy plents.
Then the paddy is divided among the concerned

households and taken to the respective houses.

Millet is also sown in the month of Asad and

harvesting is done in the month of Pandu. But ..

they sow suan in the month of Landi (May-June)
and harvesting is done in the month of Pandu.
They use organic manure during the cultivation
of millet and suan. The Parajas also practise shift-
ing cultivation which is locally known as Kodki.
They cultivate millet, suan, and alsi in shifting
cultivation but not paddy. The associated agri-
cultural and other works of Parajas are listed in
- Table 3.

The land is limited and few but there is sur-
plus of labour. So the labour force required for
the farming is met within the family.- All the
family members, males and females work in the
field however there is a difference in the natare
of their work. The ploughing is done by the males
only. The sowing of seeds is done by both males
and females. The transplantation of the seedlings
is done by the females. The weeding is done by
the children and female folk. Harvesting is done

by the males as well as by females. After the

harvest is over, the male member of the house-
hold takes his share from the farm by Kaudi, a
local measure. They do not hire labour because
the labour force of the owners’ family mcmbers
is sufficient for the cultivation process.

SOUMENDRA MOHAN PATNAIK

THE FOREST

The natural environment offers Parajas a rich
variety of uncultivated and undomesticated
resources in form of forest and other vegetations,
raw materials and animals. The forest is essen-

tial 10 their economy. As shown in Table 4, a

major part of the land area of Bagara village
comes under the category of Abada Ajogya Ana-

badi which includes mostly forest land. At times

when the Paraja crops suffer from draught or
floods, they depend mostly upon various forms
of forest products. Thus the forests have a sig-
nificant function in the economic life of the Para-
jas. They provide food and drink, raw materials
for household and agricultural implements and
game for food and ritual.

The forest on the hill slopes provxde fruits and
juices for the Paraja. The fruit trees include Amba
(Mango - Mangifera indica), Jama (Guava),
Panas (Jack fruit - Artocarpus integrifolia),
Mahul  (Basia laafolia), Tintili (Tamarindus
indica), Khajara (date-palm - Phoenix dactilif-
era) etc. Some times these are sold in the weekly
market (haaf) at Jeypore, Kolab and Koraput.
Forests provide food not only for the Paraja but
also for their livestock. Children take care of the
catile in the forest. They keep watch over the
herds while fodder, water and shelter are sup-
plied by the forest.

Forests also provide the Parajas with raw

‘materials for constructing houses or basa and for

making agricultural and household objects. The
bamboo (Dendro calamus), sal (Shorea robusta)
and neema (Azadirachta indjca) are used in house
construction, that is for making the frames of
doors, wall frames and sloping roofs of houses.
The roofs are thatched with piri (straw) supported
byabambooframe The wood of sal tree is very
strong and therefore used for the main pillar on
which thé structure of the house rests. Wooden

.or bamboo cylinders are used as handles for agri- -
cultural implements such as da (sickle), kuradi
(axe), nagur (plough) and, dhenki (husking A
. implements for pounding paddy etc.). Sal wood 4
is used for the manufactnre of dhenki.and nagur. ;
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Table 3: Associated agricultural and other works
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Paus (December-January)

No cultivation work. start preparing Beds foe caltivation of Paddy. Collection of Piri, balni (grass for brooms), wood, Siadi
(edible seeds) drying items on roof tops- ftw. Moere drinking session as Salap (hquor) is plenty.

Magh (January-February)

Preparation for shifting cultivation by -

paration for paddy continues, building »
Piri-siadi Balni Salap is lesser, more timé

-and bushes on hill slopes, pulses made ready for sowing, beda pre- '
and storing of Ragi, paddy sowing for seedlings, collection of Wood—

Phagun (February-Marcn)

Beda prepared for transplantation of p.ddy ml, ploughmg and tnnsplmtanon begins, houscs are bmlt, Ragl cleared

and stored.

Chait (March-April) -

Hill slopes ready for shifting cultiviion, #
sessions by men and women (especially

and cerals, hunung expedition by men, singing and dancing
; Mangoes eaten for the first time.

Baisakh (April-May)

Millet-ragi sown after first shower, ¢

Landi (May-June)

Ploughing compleied, sowing dout afier land becomes soft from rains,
” N 3 1

Asad (June-July) '

Marriage season siaris, weeding begins n the field, Merry Making,

Bondapon (July-August)

Marriage season continues weeding continues, lgut pressure d‘ ngnculmnl work,

Usa (August-September)

Millets and ragi ready; bamboo shoots collected (Kadi phula), wezeding continues.

Dussera (Sepiember-October)

~

More drinking as Salap is plentyful, millets harvested, guarding of crop in the field.

Dial (October-November)

Harvesting of crops: ragi, millets;

Pand (November-December)

Paddy harvest ind reaping millets complesed. )

Forest also provides unlimited resources in the
form of wild birds and game. These animals are
hunted either individually or in an organized
hunting expedition (as during chaite parab) and
are used for sacrificial rituals and as food. The
forest also provide various medicirial herbs which

are used for curing different types of fevers, dis- -

eases and injuries. The dgmestic fuel is collected
from the forests only. Some times they sell it in
the nearby market.

 WAGE LABOUR

Besides land and forest the Parajas also earn
their livelihood by working as wage labourer.
They work for road, forest and quarry contrac-
tors. They work for the whole day from 9 O’clock
in the morning to 5 O’clock in the evening. The
Paraja males get Rs.10/- per day and the females
Rs.8/- per day as their wage. Usually the Parajas
go for wage labour when there are no agricul-
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tural activities. The Upper Kolab Flultiparpose
Hydroelectric Project provides ample
ment opportunities for the Paraja meén an
to work there as unskilled labourer.

found during the present: studyﬂw
spendalmostaquarterofﬂneirdaﬂ?

basa in the evening. All members
family return to their basa mﬂw
their mpectme work sms

CON CLUDING OBSERV

For exploiting mmral moum&.
communities devise their-‘own -
apparatus: The Parajas have sim,
in the sense that its principles can be eas
stood and-disseminated. They have
plough made up of wood and iron which is!
byhﬂlocks.Treesmcntu\dﬂxeﬁ:el' 0
by iron axes: For cutting the crops a sickie

upofwoodandxromsusedwtuicaacyﬁem&,

up of the same material is kept for trimming the
bushes. A long sharp knife is for ritual-sacrifi- -
ces. The Parajas have traditional pounding pes-
tles and winnowing fans forsepmannglnﬁﬁm‘
paddy. Their houses require repair every year
because of the damage incurred during different -
seasons. In some their technology serves as &
optimum instrument for explomng their environ-
mental resources. :
Environmental and climatic changes r¢
the economic and social activities of the people:
For example it is in the months of June. 0:Seps
tember that they have their marriagé scason. 1t
is also the agricultural season. Communsl:huat-
ing or Chait Parab is organised in the mionth of.
Chait (March-April). It is the period of siesy
- making, People sing and dance and theis hill-shopes -
are ready for shifting cultivation. It is-im s
season that the marigoes are eaten for the fiese time; -
 The values generated by ecmomleom
andmevaluwgenmwdbyaesdwm d pres-
sive institutions are opposed and they are closel

entwined thh the ecologlcal cycle. The F@

' SOUMENDRA MOHAN mmmx ’

* make a distinction between work and past time,

rwhenmeprmeofagnculunlwethslms

i functions and social activities like

mrriape etc. take place. - . - '

mﬂscalesocleuw,thcinﬁuenceofenvn-
ént in shaping the social life can be evinced

y level. Such relationships need to be

wod for undertaking -any development
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